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Hangchow Conference 1938 


The International Missionary Council arose out 
of the World Missionary Conferenee at Edinburgh in 
1910. In nearly thirty different areas of the world 
national Christian Councils or ether units of co- 
operation have been formed which today constitute 
the IMC. The enlarged meeting of the Council] at 
Jerusalem in 1928 will be within the memory of all. 
At that time the older and younger churches met to- 
gether on an equal footing. Now, ten years later, in 
1988, a further meeting of the whole Council is to be 
held in the Far East, where the younger churches 
will be able to feel an even greater responsibility for 
the life and work of the Council. 


The Ad Interim Committee of the Council met in 
England from June 4 to 8 at Old Jordan’s Hostel, a 
historic center of the Society of Friends or Quakers. 
The Chairman of the NCC of China, Dr. Wu Yi-fang, 
accompanied by Dr. C. S. Miao, attended that meeting. 
It will be remembered that there had been some dif- 
ficulty in accepting the proposal to hold the conference 
at Kowloon in 1988. This matter was reconsidered 
and the Committee decided that the place of meeting 
should be Hangchow. 

“The Committee, having heard the report of the Chinese 
delegates, supports the decision taken by the Committee of 
the International Missionary Council at Northfield to meet 
in China in 1938, and approves Hangchow as the place of 
meeting, the time to be late September and early October, 


for a period of approximately a fortnight, precise dates to 
be chosen later.” 


In looking forward to this great world gathering 


in China, it is important that all those who read these 


words should cooperate in preparation for it. Such 
preparation is not to be regarded as unrelated to the 
tasks in which are now engaged in China. So far 
from being an extra burden, the Conference and the 
preparation for it should help us in the very tasks 
which we feel to be so essential to the work of God. 


sae comtral theme. of mocting is to be 
the Church. 

The meeting being held in Asia, while maintaining 
its ecumenical outlook, will have as its primary and im- 
mediate interest the development of the younger Christian 
communities as living members of the universal historic 
Christian fellowship,” 

This central theme is to comprise five main 
subjects: | | 
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I. The Faith by which the Church lives. 


Under the leadership of Dr. J. H. Oldham, studies 
are being undertaken in various parts of the world, and 


papers and books produced which will enable us to 
understand more clearly our Christian faith and how 
it meets the challenges of the present hour. Some 
groups in China have begun to collaborate in these 
studies and it is hoped that the results of work done 
elsewhere may be made available for us in this coun- 
try. In this way it should be possible greatly to 
strengthen the Christian apologetic and build up a 
deeper understanding of our Gospel and its relevance 
to the needs of China. 


II. The Witness of the Church. 
Under this heading it will be possible to stir up 


more of the evangelistic spirit in the churches and 


in our educational and medical institutions by the 
publication of fresh literature and the organization 
of special efforts in evangelism. The coming of Dr. 
Stanley Jones to China during the winter of 1937-38, 
should be used both to do evangelistic work for youth 
and to train those who will do this work. It is some- 
times supposed that evangelism is confined to the 
holding of big evangelistic meetings. What we need 
is the spirit of evangelism that will break out in all 
the life and witness of the Church and its members. 


Ill. The Life of the Church. 

Preparation under this head will included efforts 
to strengthen the inner life of the Church through 
building up the Christian home, through the religious 


education of the young and the training of workers 


for the service of the Church. We in China have made 
a good beginning with the help of Dr. Weigle in 1935. 
It now remains to follow up vigorously the recom- 
mendations and suggestions of the Weigle report; to 
recruit and train the highest type of men and women 
for full time service; to continue their training after 
they are in full work; and to develop the lay service 
of the Church through the National Lay Training 
Movement which is already launched under the direc- 
tion of the NCCRE. 


IV. The Church and ite Environment. 


Mr. Merle Davis, one of the secretaries of the 
IMC serving its department of Social and Industrial 


Research and Council, has already arrived in Shanghai 


where his office will be for the next two or three 


. years while he serves the needs of the Far East and 


India. He has been asked to cooperate with us in 
making a study of the economic basis of the Church 
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to enable us to face such problems as the support 
of the ministry, the maintenance of church life and 
how the Church should be related to the changing 
economic and social order. 


V. Closer Cooperation. 

The coming meeting of the IMC should stimulate 
the desire that we all have for closer cooperation and 
during these next years we shall expect to see local 
and regional groups of workers coming together for 
common purposes, pooling their.resources where neces- 
sary and in deeper fellowship in Christ finding a new 
source of power for His work. 


Those who would like to know more about the 
meeting of the IMC and preparations for it, are asked 
to write to the General Secretary of the NCC of China. 


Message to the Oslo Convention from the Generalissimo 
and Madame Chiang Kai Shek 


In sending greetings to the World Sunday School 
Association at the World Convention at Oslo, to the 
Officers of the Association, and to the representatives 
from the various national Sunday School and Christian 
education organizations, we do so in the belief that 
the work to which you have put your hearts and hands 
will make a telling contribution to the ultimate well 
being of the human race. We believe, too, that in 
the practical application of Christian ideals lies the 
surest and swiftest way toward world peace. With- 
out the acceptance and application of its teachings the 
development of international friendship and co-opera- 


tion will be retarded if not rendered impossible of 
achievement. 


We speak to you from the heart of China now 
beset by grave trials and menaces. Notwithstanding, 
we have found inspiration to hasten with movements 
designed to effect her rehabilitation and equip her 
to take her proper place as a contributory agent in 
the great task of world betterment. The New Life 
Movement is nation-wide in its aims and achievements. 
Through it the people are reviving and adapting to 
modern conditions the ancient virtues and find stimula- 


tion in its programme of social reforms. The People’s . 


Economic Reconstruction Movement supplements it 
and aims at the systematic and scientific development 
of the natural resources of the country as a contribu- 
tion towards the raising of the standard of living 
of the people and the enrichment of the world with 
China’s raw materials. China is struggling through 
chaos—not entirely of her own making—toward order, 
and all that she requires of the world during this 
critical time is freedom to go about the business of 
rehabilitating herself and obtaining for her people 
security, happiness, and prosperity. China has 
menaced none and has lived in friendliness with all, 
and we ask only that sympathy and prayers be accorded 
us that we may be able to fulfil our task unhindered 
and successfully. 


We recognize all that Christianity has given and 


is giving to the people of China, and we believe that 
the Christian Church in China will increase a thou- 


sandfold its contribution to the enrichment of world 
Christian fellowship. 


We send sincere wishes for the success of your 
Convention and for continued increasing progress in 
Christian education and Sunday School work. 


(Signed) CHIANG KAI-SHEK 
CHIANG SOONG MAY-LING 
Nanking, June 9, 1936. 


Institute for Christian Ministers Kuling 


One recommendation of the Weigle Report of 1935 
was that fresh efforts should be made to carry forward 
the training of Christian ministers and full time 
workers of the Church. This is being done increasingly 
by each denomination. Last summer an effort was 
made to hold a more advanced type of short term 
School on an interdenominational basis for graduates 
of theological seminaries who had been out in the work 
of the Churches for some years. This took place in 
the buildings of the Ling Hsiu Hui, Kuling, Kiangsi 
Province, from June 30th to July 13th, 1936. It was 
held under the joint auspices of the National Christian 


Council and the China Association of Theological 
Seminaries. 


This School had been intended primarily for 
Christian ministers and workers in the Yangtze Valley, 
but requests came in from other provinces, and in the 
end there were 75 students from nine provinces. They 


also were drawn from nine church denominations as 
follows: 


Baptist Church, China Inland Mission, Christian Church, 
Chung Hua Sheng Kung Hui (Anglican), Church of Christ 
in China, Methodist Church, Evangelical Church, Methodist 
Episcopal Church, Swedish Mission and Lutheran Church 
of China. 

The courses given during the School covered a 
fairly wide field and were given by men and women 
of scholarship and ability, drawn from different sections 
of the Christian Church. The following were the chief 
courses given: 

The Message of the Prophets, Rev. J. Clegg 

The Person of Christ, Rev. T. M. Tong 

Religious Experience, Dr. Li Tien-lu 

The Early Church, Dr. Andrew Chang 

Great Personalities of the Church, Rev. H. P. Wei 

Training of Voluntary Workers, Rev. C. F. Johannaber + 

Rural Church Problems, Rev. Frank Price 


Christianising the Home, Miss T. C. Kuan and Miss 
Mary Jones 


Problems of Administration, Dr. T. C. Bau 
Pastoral Work, Rev. Kimber Den 
Preaching Methods, Dr. W. Y. Chen 
Hymns from the new Hymn Book, Mr. P. Y. Lin 
The work of each day began with a half hour 
devotional period led by various members of the School. 
Bishop L. H. Roots led on two mornings. In the even- 
ings there were two addresses given by Dr. W. Y. Chen 
on Psychology and the Christian Faith, and discussions 
took place on the IMC meeting in 1938, on the work 
of the Oxford Group Movement and, for three evenings, 
on the National Crisis and the Christian Church. 
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Christian Education 


Baptiems in Christian Middle Schools: 

We have received from Mr. Cressy the following 
report, which will be of interest to all those who are 
working in the Churches, as well as those working 
in the Christian Schools. It should provide an answer 
to those who are asking whether it is still possible 
to do religious work in Christian Middle Schools under 
present conditions. 


Schools Baptisms 
Year Reporting Junior Senior Totals 
Baptisms M.S. M.S, 

1981-32 ....... 64 328 139 467 
1832-33 ....... 96 748 326 1,248 
1933-34 ....... 119 816 211 1,027 
1934-35 129 1.652 711 2,363 
Reported total for 4 years .......... 5,105 


North Chin Christian Educational Association: 

Mr. Y. S. Shen (Shen Hsi Hsien) has just accepted 
a call to be Secretary of this Association. Mr. Shen 
was at one time the principal of a Christian Middle 
School in Manchuria, and has also served as General 
Secretary of the Kirin YMCA. He is a returned 
student from Great Britain. 


The former Secretary, Mr. Victor Wong, has be- 
come Principal of the Yih Wen Christian Middle 
School in Chefoo. 


Fukien Christian Educational Association: 


_ Mr. Chiu Tao Ken began work as the mew Secretary 
of this Association last August. Mr. Chiu is a gra- 
duate of the Fukien Christian University, with two 
years of postgraduate work in the School of Religion 
at Yenching University. He has taught in the Anglo- 
Chinese College, Foochow, and was for three years 
principal of a Christian Middle School. Mr. Chiu is 
concurrently Secretary of the Student Christian Move- 
ment, with an office in the YMCA in Foochow. In this 
way it will be possible to integrate the work for 
students in this area. 


Miss Ting Shu-ching 

(Resolution of Ad Interim Committee of the NCC) 

Miss Ting Shu-ching became a member of the 
National Christian Council in 1923 as a representative 
of the National Committee of the Young Women’s 
Christian Association of China, attended the Annual 
Meeting of the Council in May of that year, in 1926, 
1927, 1928, and served on its Executive Committee 
from 1925 to 1929 inclusive, from 1931 to 1933 and 
from 1935 until her decease in 1936, a longer period of 
such service than that rendered by any other woman. 
She brought to her work in the Council not only her 
experience as the chief executive of the Association 
which she represented, but a broad view of the place 
of the Christian movement in the life of her country 
and of the world. She was an intense patriot but 
an even more ardent Christian. She was a leader in 
the emergent life of Christian womanhood in China, 
but her views of the problems of the Christian Church 
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were not ons-sided. She possessed unusual capacities 
for viewing the Council’s concerns broadly and her 
contributions to Committee discussions were vital. In 
her passing the Christian forces of China have suffered 
irreparable loss and the Executive Committee of the 
NCC would extend to her colleagues of the National 
Committee of the YWCA and its staff, who will feel 


this loss most acutely, an expression of their deep 


sympathy and their profound gratitude that they have 
been able to share in the rich fruitage of such a life. 


Personalia 4 


Dr. W. Y. Chen of Fukien Christian University 
took up office on July Ist, 1936, as General Secretary 
of the National Christian Council of China, and to 
him we extend a warm welcome. 


Dr. Wu Yi-fang, President of Ginling College, Nan- 
king, will return to China on November 3, after 
attending the Ad Intern Committee of the Inter- 
national Missionary Council in England and traveling 
in Europe and America. 


Mr. J. Merle Davis, Director of the Department of 
Social and Industrial Research and Counsel of the 
International Missionary Council, arrived in Shanghai 
on October 5. Mr. Davis expects to be in the Far 
East for the next two years, working in preparation 
for the IMC Conference in 1938. He may be addressed 
at 169 Yuen Ming Yuen Road, Shanghai. 


Bishop Wilber E. Hammaker arrived in September 
to take up his new duties in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in China, in succession to Bishop Herbert 


Welch. Bishop Hammaker will make his headquarters 
at Nanking. | 


Bishop John Gowdy of the Methodist Episcopa 
Church, Foochow, arrived back from furlough~ 
September and has proceeded to Foochow. 4 


On October 19, Bishop Arthur Moore of the 8. 
Methodist Church and Dr. C. S. Mao, Executive 


Secretary of the NCCRE, are expected to arrive back 
in Shanghai. 


Dr, J. Earl Baker has recently been appointed 
Executive Secretary of the China International Famine 
Relief Committee, and is expected to take up his duties 
in China next year. 


Mr. Gurney Barclay, China Secretary of the Church 
Missionary Society in London, will be visiting China 
this winter. He and Mrs. Barclay are due to arrive 
in Shanghai early in December. His itinerary is being 
arranged by Rev. J. G. Bird and Rev. E. J. Ottewell. 


Dr. Stanley Jones has accepted an invitation to 
come to China for six months, and is due to arrive by 
August Ist, 1937. His programme is being made by 
the National Christian Council. Inquiries should be 
addressed to Dr. T. C. Bau. 


Mr. Luther Tucker has been asked to come to the 
Orient in September 1937 as Secretary of the World’s 
Student Christian Federation, to give assistance in 
preparation for a meeting of the General Committee 
of the WSCF to be held in August 1938. 
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Dr. Visser’t Hooft, the General Secretary of the 
World’s Student Christian Federation, is planning to 
visit this country in the spring of 1938, preceding the 
meeting of the General Committee of the WSCF which 
will be held in Japan August 1938. 


Chinese Church Year Book 


The 13th number of the Chinese Church Year Book 
is now again in the hands of the printer and it is 
hoped to be ready for circulation by November. It 
tries to give information concerning all phases of 
work in connection with the Christian movement among 
the Chinese Churches in this country during the past 
two years. It also contains statistics and reports of 
various kinds. Every Christian worker, those who are 
interested in the Christian movement and all libraries 
should own a copy. The price will be $0.80 for cloth 
cover, and $0.50 for paper cover. Orders sent in 
advance, before the end of October, will be given 20% 
discount. These may be sent either direct to the 


National Christian Council or to the Christian Litera- 
ture Society. 


The Handbook 


The “1986 Handbook of the Christian Movement 
under Protestant Auspices” which has been in active 
preparation since November 1935 will be available next 
month. It is a handy volume of 350 pages, of which 
the bi-lingual indexes of places, organizations and 
personnel occupy nearly one hundred pages. It is a 
very complete guide to the present day set-up, leader- 
ship and institutional development of the Protestant 
forces in China. Each church body, mission, college, 
school, hospital receives separate mention. The 1100 
names of individuals include nearly 800 Chinese in 
responsible positions and the secretaries of missionary 
societies having work in China. The latest available 
statistics of every aspect of the work of the churches 
and its related institutions are given in usable form. 
The book should speedily become indispensible to 
administrators, students of missions, speakers who 


want facts, and visitors interested in the work of 
the churches. 


Orders should be sent to the Kwang Hsueh Publish- 


ing House. The price will be $3.00 plus postage (10 
cents in China). 


HOME COMMITTEE; FIRST ANNUAL MEETING 


The annual meeting of the Home Committee was held 
on Sept. 23-26 at the Memorial Hall of the National Com- 
mittee of the YWCA, 133 Yuen Ming Yuen Road, Shanghai. 
The attendance was 29. Ten came from more distant pro- 
vinces representing seven churches, NCCRE, National 
YMCA and YWCA, Shanghai YWCA, CLS, Child Welfare 
Association and WCTU. Officers were: Miss Irma High- 
taugh, Chairman; Miss Y. H. Liu and Miss Y. C. Chi, 
Secretaries; Miss E. L. Davis, English Secretary. 

The Committee made a careful study of the needs of 
parent education both for present day parents and the 
youth who are going to be parents in the future. A five- 
year program for parent education in detail was adopted. 
Literature, both in English and Chinese, was recommended 
for use and materials needed have been studied and recom- 
mended. The program on materials of the Home Week 
1987 was planned and outlined. Preparation of youth for 
marriage was adopted as the theme of the program for 
Home Week 1937. 
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The Committee suggested fifteen kinds of home pro- 
blems to be studied by twenty-five people who are connected 
with Christian institutions, e.g., colleges and universities, 
Bible schools and seminaries and those who are in the 
field, in twelve centers in different parts of China. 


The Committee voted to ask the Committee on Prepara- 
tion for IMC meeting in 1938 to include in its agenda a 
discussion of the problems of the family in a modern world, 
and the place of Christian women in the Chinese Church, 
and to ask the NCC Executive Committee to appoint a 
group for study of the Chinese home and its contribution 
to world Christianity. 


Six regional training institutes or schools on parent 
education of two or three months each are to be promoted 
by the Home Committee to prepare both men and women 
who are graduates of senior middle schools or the equivalent, 
those who are already engaged in home work or training 
for such work, to be able to promote home work through 
the evangelistic program of the local churches, to teach 
the lay leadership training institutes and to lead and train 
lenders for parents’ groups or classes. 


Dates of Meetings 


Sept. 22- China Counci!, Presbyterian Ch. in USA, 
Shanghai. | 
Oct. 8 Eastern Asia Conference ME Church, Ex- 
ecutive Board, Shanghai. 
13-20 Centennial of Baptist Missions, Canton. 
14-20 Central China Conference, M. E. Church, 
Nanking, Ku. 
28-29 mame Lay Training Committee, Soo- 
chow. 
28-Nov.2 Kiangsi Conference, M. E. Church, Kiu- 
kiang, Ki. | 


30-Nov.2 Annual meeting, NCCRE. 


Nov. 4-6 % Executive Committee, NCC, Shanghai. 
9-12 Third Conference on Christian Literature, 
Shanghai. 
11 1 ed Council, Bible Societies, Shang- 
18-23 Hinghwa Conference, M. E. Church, 
Hinghwa, Fu. 
25-30 Foochow Conference, M. E. Church, 
Foochow, Fu. 
Dec. 9-15 Yenping Conference, M. E. Church, 
Yenping, Fu. 
1937 Jan. 3-9 Universal Week of Prayer—World Evang- 
elical Alliance. . 
Jan. Council on Higher Education, CCEA, 
Shanghai. 
West China Conference, M. E. Church, 
Chengtu, Sze. 


Bible Societies Council. 
Feb. 14-21 Week of Evangelism. 


21 Universal Day of Prayer for Students 
W.S.C.F. 


28 World Day of Prayer for Women. 
March 13 Religious Education Committee, Methodist 
Episcopal Church, Nanking. 
23-30 East Asia Central Conference, Methodist 
Episcopal Church, Nanking. 


July trea Christian Council, Oxford, Eng- 
nd. 
Aug. World Conference on Faith & Order, Ed- 


inburgh, Scotland. 


1938 August World’s Student Christian Federation- 
General Committee, Japan. 
Sept-Oct. 9 Missionary Council, Hang 
ow., 
Oct. World’s YWCA, Hangchow. 
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